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The fiscal year (FY) data element of the "long-line’ “accounting classification code identifies the fiscal year applicable to the appropriation or fund being described by the accounting classification.  Fiscal year is considered a "critical" accounting classification data element and is never left blank as a default value, even for accounts without fiscal year applicability such as receipt, deposit, or clearing accounts or no-year budget execution appropriations/funds.

At this time within the Army (and particularly below the departmental level), the fiscal year is generally a 1 (one) position data element within systems and as a reporting requirement.  At the departmental level, the fiscal year field is displayed as a 1 (one), 2 (two), 4 (four), or even 8 (eight) position data element.  When more than one position is used to describe the FY, the second half of the FY identifies the last fiscal year that the appropriation may be used for "new" obligation purposes.

Contracts processed through the Computerized Accounts Payable System (CAPS) will use a four digit fiscal year code.  The first two digits will represent the beginning fiscal year.  The last two digits will represent the ending fiscal year of the appropriation.  For example, an OMA (one year fund) funded contract for FY 15 will be code as " 1515 " on contracts; a two year beginning in FY 15 would be coded as " 1516."  For X year contracts, use 0X0X because this is the current EDI 850/860 standard for contracts.  Functional system requirements will be mapped for interfaces between systems.    

Annual appropriations expire at the end of the fiscal year in which they are appropriated.  Multi-year appropriations expire at the end of a subsequent fiscal year, depending on the language of the appropriation act.  Multi-year appropriations require more than one position to fully describe the fiscal year impact of their accounting classification.  With only a 1-position fiscal year field, the period of availability (POA) aspect of the fiscal year must be defaulted (guessed at) based on the basic symbol (BS) of the accounting classification.  That default process can lead to errors when Congress passes an appropriation act different from normal business by appropriation type, as indicated by the BS.

To standardize accounting classification coding throughout DoD, the size of the FY data element will be set at 8 (eight) positions for use within systems.  This field size will allow for a natural data sort routine as our financial information moves from FY 2015 to FY 2016.  Reporting requirements are not yet determined; they may require the FY be forwarded at 4 positions or at 8 positions.  The Department of Treasury sets the FY reporting standard for the entire government and reporting to them is currently done using a 4 position FY.  DFAS-HQ has set an eight position FY standard for this data element within systems as a part of its work with the Budget and Accounting Classification Code (BACC) effort; however, the FY reporting aspect has not yet been addressed.

The following table illustrates the FY code as symbolically used in this manual and the presentation of the FY under different periods of availability and FY field position sizes.  This example table does not attempt to display every valid FY possibility; it does illustrate how FY "2015" and the nominal FYs would appear under the different FY field size possibilities from typical POA perspectives.  The "/" is a special character that is added as a format technique to aid user readability; it is not necessary that the slash be carried within automated systems.
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FISCAL YEAR RANGE:  Publishing every fiscal code (with titles, descriptions, and correlation relationships to other fiscal code data elements) requires a lot of space, whether it is on paper or as an electronic file.  Identifying each fiscal code to every specific FY for which it is valid would materially expand the size of the fiscal code regulation and require a significant workload toward the end of every fiscal year just to update it for the next fiscal year.  For FY 2015 (from the perspective of the military construction accounts which are unexpired for 5 years and then expired for 5 more years before they close), the Army customer would have to maintain 10 separate DFAS-IN Manuals/DA Pamphlets/DA Regulations from 37-100-15 backward through 37-100-06.

This year's DFAS-IN Manual incorporates within it a FY range concept that makes the old way of business obsolete; specifically, the user will not have to refer to (or maintain) "37-100-**" ever again.  "37-100-96 and all prior years will be superseded and the current "37-100-**" will be kept current by DFAS-IN and made available electronically on a change by change basis.

Fiscal year range requires the introduction of some new terminology within the DFAS-IN Manual 37-100-**.  There are three primary data elements that together describe the FY data element.  They are:

  - BGFY -- Beginning Fiscal Year ---- The first fiscal year for which a code is valid.

  - TMFY -- Termination Fiscal Year -- The last fiscal year for which a code is valid (or the fiscal year in which the use of a code is

                                                             "terminated" (inactivated)).

  - POA --- Period of Availability --- The number of fiscal years that a Congressional appropriation is available for "new" obligation

                                                       budget execution.

The FY interpretation rules of the information carried by these 3 fiscal year range data elements follow:

- Any fiscal year equal to either the BGFY or TMFY value or sequentially anywhere between the BGFY value and the TMFY value is a valid FY for the associated code.

  - A BGFY value can be the same as the corresponding TMFY value.

  - A BGFY value cannot be later than the corresponding TMFY value.

  - A TMFY value of "OPEN" means that the associated code has not been terminated/inactivated and that it is valid for every fiscal year starting with the BGFY year and is anticipated to be valid for all future fiscal years until such a time that its data owner determines that its use is to be terminated.  When that occurs, the "OPEN" will be changed to its termination fiscal year.

  - The fiscal year of the "long-line" accounting classification using a code must fit within the fiscal year range identified with BGFY and TMFY.

  - For multi-year appropriations, the BGFY and TMFY values define and limit the first half of the FY data element when the FY is displayed in a field greater than 1 position.  The POA defines/controls the last half of the FY data element.

  - Certain special purpose codes carry with them very specific fiscal year qualifications.  For example,

      (a)  military construction foreign currency fluctuations payments can only be made from the current fiscal year

      (b)  closed account adjustments can only be made in an account's UNEXPIRED fiscal years.

(c)  certain deposit accounts are allowed to retain funds for a fixed period of time, and then the unclaimed balances are converted to trust fund receipts.

      Identifying these types of situations within a fiscal year range is done with an “L*FY” code. The “L*FY” code stands for Last (number) of Fiscal Years” where the asterisk identifies how many fiscal years are valid from the perspective of the current fiscal year and counting backwards.  For example, from the perspective that the current fiscal year is 2015 *FY equates to the following more typical BGFY values:

                             L1FY        2014
                             L2FY        2013
                             L3FY        2012
                             L4FY        2011
                             L5FY        2010
                             L6FY        2009
                             L7FY        2008
                        and so on.     Therefore;

                                                 (a)   military construction foreign currency fluctuations codes will have a BGFY= L1FY

                                                 (b)   closed account adjustments will have BGFY values related to the period of 

                                                         availability (POA) of the basic symbol:

                                                           Basic Symbol Group          POA         BGFY             
                                                            Military Pay                             01           L1FY                       

                                                            Operation & Maintenance       01           L1FY                       

                                                            RDT&E                                   02           L2FY                       

                                                            Procurement                           03           L3FY                       

                                                           Construction                            05           L5FY                       

  - The following table illustrates the inter-relationship between the 3 fiscal year range data elements and the accounting classification FY    data element.  They are full scope interpretations of the fiscal year range to an 8 position FY from a fiscal year 2015 perspective. Many other BGFY/TFMY/POA combinations are possible.

	Type of Account
	BGFY
	P0A
	FY
	
	FY-STAGE
	FISCAL CODE STAGE

	annual account
	2015
	01
	2015
	
	2015
	Unexpired 

	
	
	
	2015
	
	2016
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015
	
	2017
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015
	
	2018
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015
	
	2019
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015
	
	2020
	Expired (Closing year)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	multi-year (2 yr)
	2015
	02
	2015/2016
	
	2015
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2016
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2017
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2018
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2019
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2020
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2016
	
	2021
	Expired (Closing year)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	multi-year (3 yr)
	2015
	03
	2015/2017
	
	2015
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2016
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2017
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2018
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2019
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2020
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2021
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2017
	
	2022
	Expired (Closing year)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	multi-year (5 yr)
	2015
	05
	2015/2019
	
	2015
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2016
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2017
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2018
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2019
	Unexpired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2020
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2021
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2022
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2023
	Expired

	
	
	
	2015/2019
	
	2024
	Expired (Closing year)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	no-year
	20**
	XX
	X
	
	
	unexpired/expired concepts are not applicable

	receipt
	
	RR
	R
	
	
	unexpired/expired concepts are not applicable

	clearing
	
	FF
	F
	
	
	unexpired/expired concepts are not applicable
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